Twenty-eight-year-old Dostoevsky's first hand experience was the result of a four-year term of penal servitude, followed by an additional four years as a private soldier in a Siberian regiment, for his activities in the Petrashevsky Circle. He returned to St. Petersburg ten years after his original exile. Thirtyyear-old Chekhov's "sentence" was quite self-imposed. Before departing for Sakhalin, he indicated to A. N. Pleshcheev that he had been conducting intensive research relating to Sakhalin and that he was experiencing Mania Sakhalinosa (15.II.1890). 4 The arduous trip took three-months and he spent another three months investigating the penal colony. Chekhov expressed conflicting motives for undertaking this expedition, among them literary, scientific, humanitarian, and personal ones. In a letter to 1. L. Leont'ev-Shcheglov (22.111.1890) he stressed the importance of the scientific research he was undertaking.5 In reality, it appears that a number of motives coalesced and compelled him to travel to Sakhalin, but perhaps the overarching reason for his odyssey grew out of an incipient feeling of profound dissatisfaction with his life and art. He confessed to A. S. Suvorin: "Over the past two years I've grown sick of seeing my works in print.... There is ... a stagnation in my soul. I explain it by the stagnation in my personal life" (4.V.1889). He realized that he consciously had not waged a battle for social change in his writings. In a letter to V. M. Lavrov he attributed his spiritual pain to the complaints of critics about the lack of purpose in his art and life (lO.IV.1890).6 Preoccupied with thoughts of great feats accomplished by previous Russian explorers of Sakhalin and emulating his hero, N. M. Przhevalsky, the Russian geographer and explorer of Central Asia who died in 1888 and for whom Chekhov published an obituary full of lavish praise for his clearly defined purpose in life and extraordinary deeds,7 Chekhov undertook an expedition of his own to "the end of the world," to Russia's coun-
